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to all God-possessed souls, can hear, amid the confusions of individual 
and national life, the harmonies of the divine rule, and the measured 
movement of the universal order; can hear just as the musical trav- 
eler finds upon the railway train the discords of his progress arrange 
themselves to "Melodien, die er in sich tragt," or in the noisy street 
catches strains of a distant orchestra, undetected by his companions, 
because the music " in seiner Seele klingt." 

We believe this brochure will fulfil the author's wish and " help 
forward the hesitant but earnest-spirited and truth-seeking doubter." 

Robert Kerr Eccles. 
Bowling Green, O. 

The Spirit and the Incarnation. By W. L. Walker. Edin- 
burgh : T. & T. Clark ; New York : Imported by Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. viii -f 388. $3.50. 

The two subjects singled out for discussion by the author are of 
vital importance in the theological thinking of today. He treats them 
under four heads, "Biblical," "Explanatory," "The Person of Christ," 
and "Practical." Under the first head, "Biblical" (pp. 13-35), he deter- 
mines the distinctive thing in Christianity to be " the entrance into the 
world, through Jesus Christ, of a new principle and power of spiritual 
light and life called the Holy Spirit." The second section (pp. 39-176) 
deals largely with the biblical teaching on the Spirit and its functions. 
The first part takes up the impersonal influences of the Spirit ; the 
second deals with the Holy Spirit as personal, viz., as the real presence 
of God and Christ, enabling us to find our true life in relation to God. 
The thesis of the third section (pp. 179-346) is that God as Son 
became incarnate in human form through a process of self-realization. 
Christ is thus God as he has in his "person" of Son and through the 
Spirit gradually entered into and realized his divine life of sonship in 
the world. Thus Christ is truly God and truly man. The " Practical " 
section (pp. 349-78) applies the conclusions previously reached to 
modern questions. 

It is clear that the author has made a serious and helpful attempt 
to state these fundamental doctrines of Christianity in such a way as 
to make them acceptable to the representatives of modern culture, and 
any criticism must keep this fact in mind. That he has completely 
solved these problems for this present age can hardly be maintained. 
Touching its good qualities the book speaks for itself. Among its 
apparent defects may be mentioned the following: (1) In the 
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distinctly exegetical portions of the work, the lexicographical study of 
such biblical terms as "spirit," "faith," "righteousness," "law," and 
" flesh " seems quite inadequate. The various meanings and their distinc- 
tions have not been determined with sufficient care. This lack has led, 
not only to questionable interpretations of particular passages of Scrip- 
ture, but to the injection of modern psychological and philosophical 
conceptions into the antique and naive statements of the Bible. (2) A 
further evidence of the above is seen in the author's insistence that the 
manifestation of the Spirit before Christ's coming was wholly impersonal, 
while after his coming there was a personal element in the Spirit. 
And with this as a starting-point he goes one step farther in maintain- 
ing that there was no personal divine life immanent in the world until 
Christ came ; there was only the impersonal divine Reason and Power. 
(3) The author continually lays emphasis on the ethical (vs. ontologi- 
cal) in his doctrine of Christ and the atonement. But, strange to say, 
with all this emphasis, he devotes little space to the discussion of the 
will, the real center of the ethical. God is viewed as if he acts on the 
world of humanity with irresistible power, or at most needing only man's 
consent to operate in him ; rather than as needing man's free, volun- 
tary cooperation. Even in the case of Christ, his free will of obedience, 
so much emphasized in the Scriptures, is scarcely brought out at all. 
Instead of this the author uses such phrases as " the ethical substance 
of his being" and "the ethical life of God filling him." This gives to 
the atonement a mystical or magical rather than an ethical coloring. 
Moreover, the author continually uses the cosmological concept " logos " 
of the early church fathers — a concept framed to bridge the chasm 
between God and man, when the two were viewed as disparate in 
essence — even though he sets aside this presupposition by emphasizing 
the essential similarity (ethically) of the divine and the human. By 
this view Jesus is fitted into the cosmological world-process rather than 
into its central ethical life. (4) The argument has as a constant pre- 
supposition that the theological opinions and doctrines of the New 
Testament writers and early church fathers are binding on present-day 
theology. This naturally leads the writer to make the teachings of the 
apostles as normative for Christianity as those of Christ himself, a posi- 
tion which could hardly be maintained from the point of view of 
these same New Testament writers, since they clearly conceive their 
teachings subordinate to those of Jesus their Lord. 

Wm. R. Schoemaker. 
The University of Chicago. 



